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Pietist and Wesleyan theology.  This is a matter that needs further investiga-
tion on the basis of a wider sample.

At the crux of the matter would appear to be the ability of the Reformed 
Church of Neuchâtel to deal constructively with modernity.  In a changing, 
diversifying society, the control by the Class was falling short of citizens’ 
expectations with regard to education, personal piety, political ambitions, 
international connections, and social and personal ethics; there was no mod-
ern social and intellectual leadership.  Some of the bourgeoisie were willing 
to support the Réveil and dissident spirituality over against the Class and 
to pursue education outside its supervision.  By eventually accepting the 
“Methodist” generation of Neuchâtel youth into the Class, the Class chose to 
pursue inclusiveness, and therefore the Neuchâtel Protestants were arguably 
better prepared than their co-religionists in Geneva and Lausanne to face 
modern cultural cataclysms such as the 1831 and 1848 revolutions.

So the Methodists should receive some credit as precursors of the 
Neuchâtel Réveil and for providing a model by which it might be interpret-
ed.  They should not get credit for the threat to civic peace in Neuchâtel on 
the day after Christmas, 1820. 


