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Abstract

This essay focuses on the development of academic Pentecostal theol-
ogy, especially in the English language, as such has emerged in the last
generation. While Pentecostal theologizing can be identified going back to
the origins of the modern movement at the turn of the twentieth century,
scholarly versions of such did not emerge until the 1970s-1980s when the
first Pentecostal began to earn Ph.D.’s in the theological disciplines. We be-
gin with trends initiated within the field of Pentecostal studies albeit traced
within a global horizon, explicate facets of the discussion that crystallized
in the North American arena, and then chart contemporary efforts to devel-
op distinctive Pentecostal theological contributions to broader academic and
ecumenical conversations. The goal is to provide a state-of-the-discussion

of academic Pentecostal theology at the present time.
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I. Introduction

Our focus in this essay is on the development of academic Pentecostal
theology, particular in the West and especially in the English language,
as such has emerged in the last generation.” This is to recognize that
while Pentecostal theologizing can be identified going back to the or-
igins of the modern movement at the turn of the twentieth century,”
scholarly versions of such did not emerge until the 1970s-1980s when
the first Pentecostal began to earn Ph.D.’s in the theological disciplines.”
We will begin with trends initiated within the field of Pentecostal studies
albeit traced within a global horizon, zero in on facets of the discussion
that crystallized in the North American arena, and then chart contempo-
rary efforts to develop distinctive Pentecostal theological contributions
to broader academic and ecumenical conversations. None of these dis-
cussions claim to be exhaustive within the confines of a short essay.

The following discussion presumes but does not connect explicitly
to more or less recent systematic theological and doctrinal textbooks
designed for use in Pentecostal colleges, universities, and seminaries.
These have been driven mainly by denominational needs, and generated

and then disseminated through available publication and educational

1) I attempt to account for contributions from outside the West of which I am aware but
only when they are of explicitly theological import and written/published in English;
the output of Pentecostal theology in Spanish, Korean, and other languages is increas-
ing but beyond my ken and the scope of this essay.

2) For example, see Douglas G. Jacobsen, Thinking in the Spirit: Theologies of the Early
Pentecostal Movement (Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 2003).

3) Amos Yong, “Pentecostalism and the Theological Academy,” Theology Today 64/2
(2007): 244-50.
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channels, for instance the International Church of the Foursquare Gos-
pel’s Life Publishers,” the Church of God (Cleveland, Tennessee)’s
Pathway Press,” or the Assemblies of God’s Gospel Publishing House,”
among a few others in this genre. Yet there have also been more inter-
denominational options nurtured in seminary environments spawned by
the charismatic renewal movement such as Regent University” and Oral
Roberts University,” as well as more recent attempts to bring Pentecos-
tal theology up to date with regard to newer developments.” In gener-
al, however, these texts follow a logic derived from more historic and
evangelical forms of conservative Protestant movements, adding to such
frameworks sections or chapters on topics more closely related to Pen-
tecostal spirituality such as the baptism of the Spirit, divine healing, and
the charismata. Our overview will highlight how academic Pentecostal
theology can be understood as an ongoing exercise in discerning what is
unique about the Pentecostal perspective in relationship to these Evan-

gelical and wider Protestant counterparts.

4) Guy P. Duffield and Nathaniel M. Van Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology
(San Dimas, CA: L.L.LF.E. Bible College, 1983).

5) French L. Arrington, Christian Doctrine: A Pentecostal Perspective, 3 vols (Cleveland,
TN: Pathway Press, 1992-1994).

6) Stanley M. Horton, ed., Systematic Theology: A Pentecostal Perspective (Springfield,
MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1995).

7) J. Rodman Williams, Renewal Theology: Systematic Theology from a Charismatic
Perspective, 3 vols (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1988-1992).

8) Larry D. Hart, Truth Aflame: Theology for the Church in Renewal, Revised edition
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005).

9) Keith Warrington, Pentecostal Theology: A Theology of Encounter (New York: T & T
Clark, 2008).
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I1. From Pentecostal Studies to Pentecostal Theology

By now widely recognized as the doyen of Pentecostal studies,'”

Walter Hollenweger’s lifelong work'” has emphasized modern Pente-
costalism as a global phenomenon from its very beginnings. Those who
read Hollenweger as making only historical claims about the move-
ment, however, have not understood the theological implications and
applications of his achievements. Delineation of what he calls the five
“roots” of the movement—e.g., the black or oral root related to William
Seymour’s African or slave spirituality and to indigenous spiritualities
in Latin America and Asia; the catholic root of the eighteenth century
Wesleyan movement; the evangelical or Holiness root of the nineteenth
century American movement; the critical root of Azusa’s interracial en-
vironment; and the ecumenical root including trans-Atlantic churches,
organizations, and networks—identifies not only the whence of Pente-
costal spirituality but also its effectively transnational and, according to
contemporary parlance, global character.

Hence Hollenweger has always emphasized that Pentecostal theolo-
gy be understood as a multicultural and transcultural phenomenon and
reality. Although not ignoring the written theological texts produced by

the Pentecostal movement over the decades of the twentieth century,

10) For example, see Lynne Price, Theology Out of Place: A Theological Biography of
Walter J. Hollenweger, Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 23 (New
York and London: T & T Clark, 2002).

11) Walter J. Hollenweger, The Pentecostals (Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Publishing
House, 1972); idem, Pentecostalism: Origins and Development Worldwide (Peabody,
MA: Hendrickson, 1997).
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Hollenweger insists that the theology of Pentecostals around the world
is to be found as much if not more so in their songs, worship, prayers,
sermons, and liturgies. In that respect, there is a need to attend to the
cultural factors at work in Pentecostalism in these various contexts: the
spirituality of African religious traditions, the shamanism of East Asian
regions, or the popular pietism of indigenous traditions across the Amer-
icas, for instance. Proper study and understanding of Pentecostal theolo-
gy thus requires not just training in traditional theological sources but in
the ability to interpret religious, cultural, and historical realities around
the world.

For most of the 1970s and 1980s, Hollenweger was professor of mis-
sion at the University of Birmingham in the United Kingdom where he
attracted and mentored many Pentecostals in their doctoral studies (some
of whose work [ will return to momentarily). In 1995, Allan Anderson,
by then already an established scholar of African Pentecostalism, came
to the University of Birmingham as an honorary lecturer and, from then
on expanded on the research arc carved out by Hollenweger, particu-
larly in the areas of the history of Pentecostalism and of Pentecostal
mission.'” Consistent with Hollenweger’s approach, Anderson was both
historian and theologian, certainly primarily the former but no less sub-

stantively laboring in the latter domain. Inevitably, his books on global

12) See Allan Anderson, An Introduction to Pentecostalism: Global Charismatic Chris-
tianity (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004); Spreading Fires: The Mis-
sionary Nature of Early Pentecostalism (London: SCM Press, 2007); 7o the Ends of
the Earth: Pentecostalism and the Transformation of World Christianity (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2013).
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Pentecostalism begin historically, with the origins of the movement
traceable to multiple sites around the world, with focus on mission and
migration trends and dynamics. Yet just at predictably, Anderson would
turn in the second half of his monographs to theological topics, not only
traditional dogmatic loci like pneumatology, soteriology, eschatology,
and the doctrine of Scripture, but also expected Pentecostal themes like
the charismata, healing, and evangelism. Even further, he also ventured
to provide both historical and theological coverage of developments in
Pentecostal engagements with ecumenism, education, other religions,
politics, and society. The point is that while writing primarily as a his-
torian, Anderson’s readers were introduced to Pentecostal theological
ideas, would be shown how Pentecostal beliefs were connected to Pente-
costal practices (and vice versa), and would be invited to think critically
about these aspects of contemporary Pentecostal Christianity.

Over the last few decades, then, the University of Birmingham has
been one of the major destinations for Pentecostal students from around
the world seeking doctoral level theological education. Many have
worked primarily as historians or scholars of their movements using
anthropological or other social scientific methods of study. A few, either
directly under Hollenweger and/or Anderson, or working with other
mentors but yet closely with these Pentecostal scholars, have developed
and published as theologians in their native Spanish or Asian languages
(e.g., Juan Sepulveda in Chile, Norberto Saracco in Argentina, and Hy-
eon-sung Bae in the Republic of Korea).

Most prominent theologically of those trained at Birmingham are
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black British Pentecostals like Robert Beckford and, slightly less prolif-
ic, Clifton Clarke. The former has in the last almost two decades written
a half dozen volumes about Pentecostal theology not only in dialogue
with Dread (Caribbean) and liberation theology resources, but also in
an interdisciplinary manner engaging with cultural, musical, and film
theory."” The latter, also a missionary to Ghana and more recently a mis-
siologist and theologian of mission at Regent University in the USA, has
published on African christology, African Pentecostal theology, and Is-
lam, among other topics.'? Clarke may be a bit more conventional theo-
logically speaking vis-a-vis the classical Pentecostal tradition but both
are attuned to local cultural realities and contexts, expertly translating
the latter into, if not also troubling, the prevailing Eurocentric discourses
of the emerging Pentecostal theological academy.

Hollenweger’s legacy, even among Pentecostal theologians who have
studied elsewhere than Birmingham, has been to accentuate the glob-
al horizons of the Pentecostal movement. In that respect, it should be
no surprise to be able to identify the advent of Pentecostal theologians
from the Asian, African, and Latin American continents. Singaporeans

like Simon Chan and May Ling Tan-Chow show how Asian Pentecos-

13) For example, see Robert Beckford, Dread and Pentecostal: A Political Theology for
the Black Church in Britain (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge,
2000); Jesus Dub: Theology, Music, and Social Change (New York and London:
Routledge, 2006); Documentary as Exorcism. Resisting the Bewitchment of Colonial
Christianity (New York and London: Routledge, 2014).

14) Clifton Clarke, Afiican Christology: Jesus in Post-Missionary African Christianity
(Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2011); idem, ed., Pentecostal Theology in Africa (Eu-
gene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2014); The Islamic Dilemma: A Pentecostal Response to
Global Jihad (Pays: High Bridge Books, 2016).
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tal theologians are making their mark. The former was already known
before the turn of the twenty-first century as an evangelical theologian
of spirituality, but along the way has published particularly in the area
of ecclesiology, including interventions in ecclesiological questions
from his specifically Pentecostal perspective.'” More recently Chan has
also written about Asian theology, including in this venture Pentecostal
insights and implications from Pentecostal movements.'® Tan-Chow,'”
on the other hand, worked in the area of social theology, theology of
culture, and theology of interfaith relations, albeit from a distinctively
Pentecostal perspective, and her death at a young age prevented further
writing. If the latter’s has been a one-off contribution on an important set
of theologically related topics, the former’s has been a sustained voice
both within and outside specifically Pentecostal theological circles.
Similar trends can be observed among Latin American Pentecostal
theologians. Hispanic Eldin Villafafie' burst onto the theological scene
with a book on Hispanic Pentecostal social ethics in the early 1990s,

but he has contributed widely across the decades in both English and

15) Simon Chan, Pentecostal Theology and the Christian Spiritual Tradition, Journal
of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 21 (Sheffield, UK: Sheffield Academic
Press, 2000); Pentecostal Ecclesiology: An Essay on the Development of Doctrine,
Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 38 (Blandford Forum, UK: Deo
Publishing, 2011).

16) Simon Chan, Grassroots Asian Theology: Thinking the Faith from the Ground Up
(Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2014).

17) May Ling Tan-Chow, Pentecostal Theology for the Twenty-First Century. Engaging
with Multi-Faith Singapore, Ashgate New Critical Thinking in Religion, Theology,
and Biblical Studies (Aldershot, UK: Ashgate, 2007).

18) Eldin Villafafie, The Liberating Spirit: Toward an Hispanic American Pentecostal
Social Ethic (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1993).
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Spanish language publications in urban theology and ministry and social
justice, all unsurprisingly drawing critically from liberation theologi-
cal impulses. Peruvians Bernardo Campos and Dario Lépez Rodriguez
have been publishing widely in Spanish for almost two decades, arguing
in specifically Pentecostal categories derived from the New Testament
book of Acts (see further below), although the latter is now beginning to
be translated into English for an Anglophone audience.”” If theologians
like Villafaiie, Campos, and Rodriguez have had a recognized presence
amidst the Latino Pentecostal conversation, others like Puerto Rican
Samuel Solivan and Hispanic Sammy Alfaro have registered important
signals at this nexus. Solivan’s only book’” has been the first full-length
articulation of a Pentecostal liberation theology and is thus a must-read
not just for Hispanics and Latino/as but for all interested in Pentecostal
theology. Alfaro is still at the beginning of his theological career but
already has published an important christology constructed in conversa-
tion with Hispanic hymnody.”" Variously Hispanic and Latino Pentecos-
tal theologians have been in solidarity with others in the Latin American

theological tradition, especially in terms of the prevalence of liberation-

19) Dario Lopez Rodriguez, The Liberating Mission of Jesus: The Message of the Gos-
pel of Luke, Stephanie E. Israel and Richard L. Waldrop, tr. (Eugene, OR: Wipf &
Stock, 2012).

20) Samuel Solivan, The Spirit, Pathos and Liberation: Toward an Hispanic Pentecostal
Theology, Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 14 (Sheffield, UK:
Sheffield Academic Press, 1998).

21) Sammy Alfaro, Divino Compariero: Toward a Hispanic Pentecostal Christology,
Princeton Theological Monograph (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2010); See also
Sammy Alfaro and Néstor Medina, eds., Pentecostals and Charismatics in Latin
America and Latino Communities (New York: Pal grave Macmillan, 2015).
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ist themes deriving from that region of the world, but the former have
not neglected the Pentecostal accents, whether that be in terms of the
criticality of the work of the Spirit (pneumatology) or the eminence of
the Day of Pentecost narrative in the New Testament.

Perhaps to be expected, Pentecostal theology in Africa has begun
blooming the latest, following the fact that Pentecostal institutions of
theological education have also been slowest to develop in that part of
the world. Leading the way has been an Anderson advisee, Ghanaian
Opoku Onyinah,” whose research has been on African Pentecostal de-
monology. Other Ghanaian Pentecostals include E. Kingsley Larbi* and
Joseph Quayesi-Amakye,”” the former’s major offering being a more
general introduction to West African Pentecostal theology and the lat-
ter more focused on Pentecostalism’s interface with the public square,
albeit deploying specifically Pentecostal modes of analysis (studies of
prophetism and exorcism, for instance). Most notably at the vanguard
of African Pentecostal theology is Nigerian social ethicist Nimi Wari-
boko. Although he has lived and worked in the USA for the last two plus
decades, his diasporic sojourn has brought him full circle to engage im-

portant aspects of economic and political theology—important aspects

22) Opoku Onyinah, Pentecostal Exorcism: Witchcraft and Demonology in Ghana
(Blandford Forum, UK: Deo Publishing, 2012); Spiritual Warfare: A Center for Pen-
tecostal Theology Short Introduction (Cleveland, TN: CPT Press, 2012).

23) E. Kingsley Larbi, Pentecostalism: The Eddies of Ghanaian Christianity (Accra:
CPCS Press, 2001).

24) Joseph Quayesi-Amakye, Prophetism in Ghana Today: A Study on Trends in Ghana-
ian Pentecostal Prophetism (Scotts Valley, CA: CreateSpace, 2013); Christology and
Evil in Ghana: Towards a Pentecostal Public Theology, Currents of Encounter 49
(Amsterdam: Rodopi, 2013).
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of his work in social ethics—from an explicitly African Pentecostal
set of perspectives.” In particular, Wariboko has probed deeply into
Pentecostal spirituality to identify what he calls the “pentecostal princi-

9920)

ple””” that nurtures the creativity and novelty essential to navigating the
unpredictabilities of modernity as part of Christian faithfulness “in the
Spirit.””” Although his primary theoretical interlocutors are continental
philosophers and thinkers, Wariboko is intentional about thinking deeply
and thoroughly through the Pentecostal experience, attending to the phe-

nomenology of Pentecostal spirituality in order to address the important

theological and ethical issues of our time.

II1. The “Cleveland School”

I have begun with Pentecostal theological trends mapped across the
majority world canvas in large part in an effort to trace the influence of
Walter Hollenweger’s seminal contributions in forming the field of Pen-

tecostal studies. We will return later to pick up on these global themes

25) Nimi Wariboko, Nigerian Pentecostalism, Rochester Studies in African History and
the Diaspora (Rochester, NY, and Woodbridge, UK: University of Rochester Press,
2014).

26) Nimi Wariboko, The Pentecostal Principle: Ethical Methodology in New Spirit, Pen-
tecostal Manifestos 5 (Grand Rapids, MI and Cambridge, UK: William B. Eerdmans,
2011).

27) See also Nimi Wariboko, Economics in Spirit and in Truth: A Moral Philosophy of
Finance (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014); The Charismatic City and the Pub-
lic Resurgence of Religion: A Pentecostal Social Ethics of Cosmopolitan Urban Life
(New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014).
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and routes, but for now I want to focus our assessment on the North
American scene. Of course, such demarcations are in the end somewhat
arbitrary since, for instance, those we will be discussing have contracted
with publishers from across the Atlantic as well. Yet any efforts to track
the emergence of Pentecostal theology through and after the turn of the
twenty-first century cannot superficially treat the role of North American
Pentecostals.

In many ways, one of the prime instigators of academic Pentecostal
theology was Wesleyan historical theologian Donald W. Dayton. Not
only was his Theological Roots of Pentecostalism™ published by a repu-
table academic book series, but it also provided a historical and theolog-
ical genealogy for Pentecostal thought that allowed, finally, for scholarly
analysis. If it is by now almost commonplace to think about John Wesley
as the “grandfather” of modern Pentecostalism, as mediated through the
nineteenth century American Holiness movement,” then the ground for
such a historiography was laid by Wesleyan scholars such as Dayton.

On Dayton’s heels was Steven Land, in particular his Ph.D. thesis
completed in the early 1990s at Emory University and subsequently pub-
lished as Pentecostal Spirituality: A Passion for the Kingdom.”” Where

Dayton opened up lines of conversation between Pentecostalism and

28) Donald W. Dayton, Theological Roots of Pentecostalism, Studies in Evangelicalism
5 (Metuchen, NJ: The Scarecrow Press, 1987).

29) See Hollenweger’s third root above.

30) Steven J. Land, Pentecostal Spirituality: A Passion for the Kingdom, Journal of Pen-
tecostal Theology Supplement Series 1 (Sheffield, UK: Sheffield Academic Press,
1993).
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the Wesleyan tradition, Land’s analysis of Pentecostal spirituality was
grounded in the early years, the first decade of the movement in fact, and
then forged through extension of Wesley’s idea of heart religiosity and
engagement with leading Puritan theologian Jonathan Edwards’s theol-
ogy of religious affectivity. The genius of Land’s achievement was that
now Pentecostals were no longer speaking in tongues to themselves but
were engaging substantively with other reputable theological traditions.

More important, however, was that Land’s thesis was the inaugural
volume of the Journal for Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series, ed-
ited by Land and two of his colleagues in biblical studies at Church of
God Theological Seminary (now Pentecostal Theological Seminary) in
Cleveland, Tennessee: John Christopher Thomas and Rickie D. Moore.
The Journal of Pentecostal Theology was itself launched in 1992, and its
supplement series further cemented this group of Pentecostal seminary
educators at the forefront of Pentecostal theological scholarship at this
time. With 45 volumes (at the time of writing in June 2016) and count-
ing—with some already mentioned in the preceding discussion so far—
Land and his colleagues have set the agenda for Pentecostal theology
in important ways that deserve, I would argue, the label of “Cleveland
School.” At least two aspects of this “school of thought” are deserving
of more extended comment.

First, the journal and the book series have perennially set the pace for
Pentecostal theological exploration. The series has featured rethinking
of topics across the theological landscape from a distinctively Pentecos-

tal perspective: reconsideration of dispensational and other foundational
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eschatological notions;’" rethinking about the doctrine of God, particu-
larly with regard to Oneness Pentecostal theologies;*” developing the-
ologies of religions rather than missiologies to people of other faiths;”
or formulating a Pentecostal ecotheology.’ If some are making efforts
to reorient traditional Pentecostal thinking about fundamental theolog-
ical matters (i.e., those working in the area of eschatology), others are
continuing to push against the grain of the predominant trinitarianism or
forging altogether innovative pathways for the next generation of Pente-
costal theology.

Second and no less theologically important, the series has consistent-

ly featured works on Pentecostal hermeneutics and Pentecostal biblical

interpretation. Perhaps in part because two of the founding co-editors

31) D. William Faupel, The Everlasting Gospel: The Significance of Eschatology in the
Development of Pentecostal Thought, Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement
Series 10 (Sheffield, UK: Sheffield Academic Press, 1996); Peter Althouse, Spirit
of the Last Days: Pentecostal Eschatology In Conversation with Jiirgen Moltmann,
Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 25 (New York: Bloomsbury/T
& T Clark, 2003); Matthew K. Thompson, Kingdom Come: Revisioning Pentecostal
Eschatology, Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 37 (Blandford Fo-
rum, UK: Deo Publishing, 2010).

32) David A. Reed, “In Jesus Name”: The History and beliefs of Oneness Pentecostals,
Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 31 (Blandford Forum, UK: Deo
Publishing, 2008); David K. Bernard, The Glory of God in the Face of Jesus Christ:
Deification of Jesus in Early Christian Discourse, Journal of Pentecostal Theology
Supplement Series 45 (Blandford Forum, UK: Deo Publishing, 2016).

33) Amos Yong, Discerning the Spirit(s): A Pentecostal-Charismatic Contribution to
Christian Theology of Religions, Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series
20 (Sheffield, UK: Sheffield Academic Press, 2000).

34) A. J. Swoboda, Tongues and Trees: Towards a Pentecostal Ecological Theology,
Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 40 (Blandford Forum, UK: Deo
Publishing, 2013).
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were trained in Old and New Testament studies respectively,” they have
published others who have continuously attempted to deepen and de-
velop Pentecostal approaches to and engagements with sacred scripture.
On the one hand there have been explicit hermeneutical proposals—
for example in prophetic hermeneutics’® or a triadic hermeneutic of
Spirit-scripture-community’ ’—that have added to the ferment in Pen-
tecostal hermeneutical inquiry.”® On the other hand, there have been a
slew of studies on Luke-Acts, arguably the Pentecostal canon-within-

the-canon,” each contributing to Pentecostal biblical understanding

35) See Rickie D. Moore, The Spirit of the Old Testament, Journal of Pentecostal The-
ology Supplement Series 35 (Blandford Forum, UK: Deo Publishing, 2011); John
Christopher Thomas, The Spirit of the New Testament (Blandford Forum, UK: Deo
Publishing, 2005).

36) Larry R. McQueen, Joel and the Spirit: The Cry of A Prophetic Hermeneutic, Jour-
nal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 8 (Sheffield, UK: Sheffield Academ-
ic Press, 1995); Roger Stronstad, The Prophethood of All Believers: A Study in St.
Luke's Charismatic Theology, Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series
16 (Sheffield, UK: Sheffield Academic Press, 1999).

37) Kenneth J. Archer, A Pentecostal Hermeneutic for the Twenty-First Century: Spirit,
Scripture and Community, Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 28
(London: T & T Clark International, 2004); cf. Roger Stronstad, Spirit, Scripture &
Theology: A Pentecostal Perspective (Baguio City, Philippines: Asia Pacific Theo-
logical Seminary Press, 1995).

38) For example, see Amos Yong, Spirit-Word-Community: Theological Hermeneutics
in Trinitarian Perspective, New Critical Thinking in Religion, Theology and Bibli-
cal Studies Series (Burlington, VT, and Aldershot, UK: Ashgate Publishing, 2002);
Bradley Truman Noel, Pentecostal and Postmodern Hermeneutics: Comparisons
and Contemporary Impact (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2010); Jacqueline Grey,
Three'’s a Crowd: Pentecostalism, Hermeneutics, and the Old Testament (Eugene,
OR: Wipf & Stock, 2011); Kevin L. Spawn and Archie T. Wright, eds., Spirit and
Scripture: Exploring a Pneumatic Hermeneutic (London: T & T Clark, 2012).

39) Robert P. Menzies, Empowered for Witness: The Spirit in Luke-Acts, Journal of Pen-
tecostal Theology Supplement Series 6 (Sheffield, UK: Sheffield Academic Press,
1994); John Michael Penney, The Missionary Emphasis of Lukan Pneumatology,
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and also either explicating important theological themes of Pentecostal
spirituality or securing by various means the specifically Lukan charac-
ter of Pentecostal theologizing. Yet Pentecostal theological thinking has
been enriched also by other scripture studies, including efforts to discern
the audial character of scriptural reading that resonates with the oral
cultural sensibilities of Pentecostal culture,” or proposals regarding the
pneumatological interpretations of New Testament books,” to name just
two important strands. Common threads nevertheless include literary
and narrative approaches to the scriptural texts, albeit read unabashed-
ly through the lens of Pentecostal spirituality and experience. So while
most of these works are quite properly categorized as studies in biblical
interpretation rather than in theology more strictly defined, and even
though there is much more to Pentecostal biblical scholarship than seen

in this Supplement series, yet the role of such endeavors to the overall

Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 12 (Sheffield, UK: Sheffield
Academic Press, 1997); Matthias Wenk, Community-Forming Power: The Socio-
Ethical Role of the Spirit in Luke-Acts, Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement
Series 19 (Sheffield, UK: Sheffield Academic Press, 2000); Martin William Mitte-
Istadt, The Spirit and Suffering in Luke-Acts: Implications for a Pentecostal Pne-
umatology, Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 30 (New York: T &
T Clark, 2004); Jonathan Kienzler, The Fiery Holy Spirit: The Spirit’s Relationship
with Judgment in Luke-Acts, Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 44
(Blandford Forum, UK: Deo Publishing, 2015).

40) For example see Roy Martin, The Unheard Voice of God.: A Pentecostal Hearing of
the Book of Judges, Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 32 (Blan-
dford Forum, UK: Deo Publishing, 2008).

41) For example see Blaine Charette, Restoring Presence: The Spirit in Matthew's Gos-
pel, Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 18 (Sheffield, UK: Shef-
field Academic Press, 2000); Robby Waddell, The Spirit in the Book of Revelation,
Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 30 (Blandford Forum, UK: Deo
Publishing, 2006).
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development of Pentecostal theology ought not to be minimized or over-
looked (to be further unveiled below).

In the last decade, there has been a further iteration of what I am
calling the “Cleveland School” manifest in the formation of the Centre
for Pentecostal Theology on the campus of the Pentecostal Theologi-
cal Seminary. Birthed in large part out of John Christopher Thomas’s
agreement to affiliate with the University of Bangor, Wales, and advise
students toward the Ph.D. degree in Pentecostal theology, the Centre is
instituted on the conviction of Thomas (and his colleagues at Cleveland)
that the authentic core and nerve of Pentecostal theology is to be derived
from its first generation of beliefs and practices manifest in Azusa Street
and its various tributaries. Methodologically, then, Pentecostal theologi-
cal thinking at the Centre begins with research in the periodical literature
of the movement at the turn of the twentieth century before embarking
on exegetical or constructive undertakings. A number of published Ph.D.
theological theses reflect this methodological approach, for instance to
healing,” eschatology,” the Lord’s Supper,*” or worship.*’

Beyond this genetic approach to guide contemporary theological re-

42) Kimberly E. Alexander, Pentecostal Healing: Models in Theology and Practice,
Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 29 (Blandford Forum, UK: Deo
Publishing, 2006).

43) Larry R. McQueen, Toward a Pentecostal Eschatology: Discerning the Way For-
ward, Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 39 (Blandford Forum,
UK: Deo Publishing, 2012).

44) Chris E. W. Green, Toward a Pentecostal Theology of the Lord’s Supper: Foretasting
the Kingdom (Cleveland, TN: CPT Press, 2012).

45) Melissa L. Archer, ‘I Was in the Spirit on the Lords Day’: A Pentecostal Engage-
ment with Worship in the Apocalypse (Cleveland, TN: CPT Press, 2014).
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flection, the Cleveland School is also situated within the Holiness wing
of the modern Pentecostal movement and hence accentuates not the
“four-fold” gospel of Jesus as savior, healer, Spirit-baptizer, and coming
king prominent among the Foursquare or other more Reformed orient-
ed branches of classical Pentecostalism but the “five-fold” gospel that
includes confession of Jesus as sanctifier. This means both that there
are concentrated efforts to formulate a Pentecostal theological ethics*”
and, perhaps more importantly, that the five-fold christological frame is
brought to bear consistently on a range of theological topics, including
but not limited to ecclesiology,'” preaching,* worship,”” and the Chris-
tian life.”” The five-fold construct lifts up christological commitments
at the heart of Pentecostal piety even as it names and puts to theological
work the manifold motifs that energize reflection in many directions:
theology proper, soteriology in its various dimensions, missiology,
Christian practice, etc. In these respects, this “school” of Holiness Pen-

tecostalism has renewed and revitalized Pentecostal theology variously.

46) Daniel Castelo, Revisioning Pentecostal Ethics: The Epicletic Community (Cleveland,
TN: CPT Press, 2012); Daniela Augustine, Pentecost, Hospitality, and Transfigura-
tion: Toward a Spirit-Inspired Vision of Social Transformation (Cleveland, TN: CPT
Press, 2012); Lee Roy Martin, ed., 4 Future for Holiness: Pentecostal Explorations
(Cleveland, TN: CPT Press, 2013); Chris E. W. Green, Sanctifying Interpretation:
Vocation, Holiness, and Scripture (Cleveland, TN: CPT Press, 2015).

47) John Christopher Thomas, ed., Toward a Pentecostal Ecclesiology: The Church and
the Fivefold Gospel (Cleveland, TN: CPT Press, 2010).

48) Lee Roy Martin, ed., Toward a Pentecostal Theology of Preaching (Cleveland, TN:
CPT Press, 2015).

49) Lee Roy Martin, ed., Toward a Pentecostal Theology of Worship (Cleveland, TN:
CPT Press, 2016).

50) Kenneth J. Archer, The Gospel Revisited: Towards a Pentecostal Theology of Wor-
ship and Witness (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2011).
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As members of the Cleveland School have begun to churn out doc-
toral graduates, Thomas and his friends have seen fit to supplement the
Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series with another publi-
cation line linked to the Centre, which they have called CPT Press. The
Press has seen fit to keep available older volumes from the Supplement
series even as they have reprinted other books deemed relevant to Pen-
tecostal studies and Pentecostal theology.”” Of theological relevance are
monographs of Centre dissertations (revised appropriately) like one on
Spirit christology”™” and edited volumes such as one on the accomplish-
ments of N. T. Wright.™ The Press has also published the work of Pen-
tecostals renowned in other arenas such as Lukan scholar Martin Mittel-
stadt™ and theologian of religions Tony Richie.>

To reiterate the obvious: while the next section will show that North
American Pentecostal theology is certainly by no means reducible to the
stimulus of what I have here portrayed as the Cleveland School, the im-
pact of the scholars from and related to this Church of God site should

not be underestimated. The reverberations will continue both with the

51) For example see Lloyd R. Neve, The Spirit of God in the Old Testament (Cleveland,
TN: CPT Press, 2011).

52) Odell Bryant, Spirit Christology in the Christian Tradition: From the Patristic Pe-
riod to the Rise of Pentecostalism in the Twentieth Century (Cleveland, TN: CPT
Press, 2015).

53) Janet Meyer Everts and Jeffrey S. Lamp, eds., Pentecostal Theology and the Theo-
logical Vision of N. T. Wright (Cleveland, TN: CPT Press, 2015).

54) Martin William Mittelstadt, Reading Luke-Acts in the Pentecostal Tradition (Cleve-
land, TN: CPT Press, 2010).

55) Tony Richie, Toward a Pentecostal Theology of Religions: Encountering Cornelius
Today (Cleveland, TN: CPT Press, 2013); idem, Speaking by the Spirit: A Pentecos-
tal Model for Interreligious Dialogue (Wilmore, KY: Emeth Press, 2011).
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further output of the two book series and as its primary protagonists con-
tinue in their scholarly work.” To be sure, these Holiness Pentecostal
scholars are, consciously or not, ensuring that the fivefold message and
theological vision will remain viable if not dominant for the next decade

or more of Pentecostal theology.

IV. “Pentecost” and Pentecostal Theology

Alongside the Holiness trajectory from Dayton through Cleveland and
beyond have been a number of other developments such as the forging
of pneumatological theologies like that of charismatic Baptist theologian
Clark Pinnock,”” and the maturation of ecumenical theologies such as in
the work of Croatian Pentecostal Miroslav Volf ** and Finnish Pentecos-

tal Veli-Matti Karkkainen.” With the arrival of these European voices

56) Thomas for instance has recently produced a massive theological dialogue with
Mormonism even as his co-authored theological commentary on the Apocalypse has
finally seen the light of publication. See John Christopher Thomas, A Pentecostal
Reads the Book of Mormon. A Literary and Theological Introduction (Cleveland,
TN: CPT Press, 2016); John Christopher Thomas and Frank D. Macchia, Revelation,
The Two Horizons New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Ee-
rdmans, 2016).

57) Clark H. Pinnock, Flame of Love: A Theology of the Holy Spirit (Downers Grove,
IL: IVP Academic, 1996).

58) Miroslav Volf, Work in the Spirit: Toward a Theology of Work (Oxford: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1991). See also extensive publications since.

59) Veli-Matti Kérkkdinen, Ad ultimum terrae: Evangelization, Proselytism and Com-
mon Witness in the Roman Catholic Pentecostal Dialogue (1990-1997), Studies in
the Intercultural History of Christianity 117 (New York: Peter Lang, 1999); Toward a
Pneumatological Theology: Pentecostal and Ecumenical Perspectives on Ecclesiolo-
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have also come ecumenical and dialogical interfaces with mainstream
Protestant traditions, including but not limited to interactions with theo-
logical giants such as Jiirgen Moltmann®” and Michael Welker.”" Pen-
tecostals like D. Lyle Dabney have gone to Europe to study with theo-
logians like Moltmann and have returned to extend the efforts charted
in the vein of pneumatological theology.”” Leading the way in building
bridges to and from the continent along the pneumatological venue was
American Pentecostal Frank D. Macchia.

Macchia went to study at the University of Basel and wrote his Th.D.
thesis on the social vision of the Blumharts, turn of the twentieth centu-
ry German Lutheran ministers and theologians who were nevertheless
visited by charismatic phenomena.”” From out of this milieu and back-
ground, however, Macchia went on to develop, in a series of articles

in the Journal of Pentecostal Theology and elsewhere, what he not too

gy, Soteriology, and Theology of Mission, Amos Yong, ed. (Lanham, MD: University
Press of America, 2002). And see also many other books since.

60) See his contribution to Hunter and Hocken. Harold D. Hunter and Peter C. Hocken,
eds., All Together in One Place: Theological Papers from the Brighton Conference
on World Evangelism. Journal of Pentecostal Theology Supplement Series 4 (Shef-
field, UK: Sheffield Academic Press, 1993).

61) Michael Welker, ed., The Work of the Spirit: Pneumatology and Pentecostalism
(Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 2006).

62) For example, see Bradford E. Hinze and D. Lyle Dabney, eds., Advents of the Spirit:
An Introduction to the Current Study of Pneumatology (Milwaukee, WI: Marquette
University Press, 2001).

63) Frank D. Macchia, Spirituality and Social Liberation: The Message of the Blum-
hardts in the Light of Wuerttemberg Pietism (Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1993);
See also Simeon Zahl, Pneumatology and Theology of the Cross in the Preaching
of Christoph Friedrich Blumhardt: The Holy Spirit between Wittenberg and Azusa
Street (New York: T & T Clark, 2010).
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long later crystallized in a book-length argument that presented a full-
orbed systematic theological vision around the symbol of baptism in the
Holy Spirit at the heart of Pentecostal spirituality.”” If Pinnock and Dab-
ney were the first to propose a kind of theology of the Third Article—
a systematically reconfigured theological construct in which the various
doctrinal loci were reconsidered from the vantage point of pneumatolo-
gy, effectively starting with the Holy Spirit, as it were—then Macchia’s
more specific achievements were to orient such a pneumatological the-
ology not just around the person and work of the Spirit in general, but
around the Pentecostal notion of Spirit baptism in particular. From this
Pentecostal vantage point, Macchia teased out a Spirit-baptized trinitari-
an theology, ecclesiology, and theology of the Christian life, in each case
revisiting the chief theological and practical ideas from the perspective
of encountering the Spirit and then being initiated upon the Spirit-filled
path. This was followed by a reformulation of the traditional Protestant
doctrine of justification by faith, now reframed by the Pentecostal out-
pouring of the Spirit and by following out the implications of rereading
the New Testament from this Day of Pentecost starting point.*”

Pinnock and Macchia have inspired thinking about Pentecostal the-
ology both in terms of pneumatological theology and in relation to the

centrality of the Spirit baptism symbol. Amos Yong was one who has

64) Frank D. Macchia, Baptized in the Spirit: A Global Pentecostal Theology (Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2000).

65) Frank D. Macchia, Justified in the Spirit: Creation, Redemption, and the Triune God,
Pentecostal Manifestos 3 (Grand Rapids, MI and Cambridge, UK: William B. Eerd-
mans, 2010).
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followed closely in this direction, even as he has attempted to think with
the ecumenical Christian theological traditions and the global Pentecos-
tal movement as that has unfolded across the majority world. Although
beginning in the area of theology of religions,’” his work was from the
beginning anchored within the Day of Pentecost narrative and woven
around the pneumatology of Luke-Acts.”” If Macchia’s efforts have
gestured toward a revisioning of the systematic theological enterprise,
Yong has pushed through toward what might be called a thorough pneu-
matological systematics,”” one that not only begins with the third triune
person but, precisely because of this vital Pentecostal starting point, also
foregrounds the eschatological work of divine redemption traditionally
linked to the work of the Spirit and in that respect achieves also a more
robust eschatological and trinitarian theology. Along the way, Yong has
proposed that the many tongues of Pentecost, inclusive of “the ends of
the earth” (Acts 1:8) from its inception (Acts 2), invites thinking theo-
logically about plurality that constitutes the present world Christian

context. This can be seen in his efforts to think through the relationship

66) Amos Yong, Beyond the Impasse: Toward a Pneumatological Theology of Religions
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2003); Hospitality and the Other: Pentecost,
Christian Practices, and the Neighbor, Faith Meets Faith series (Maryknoll, NY: Or-
bis Books, 2008).

67) Amos Yong, The Spirit Poured Out on All Flesh: Pentecostalism and the Possibil-
ity of Global Theology (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005); cf. Wolfgang
Vondey and Martin William Mittelstadt, eds., The Theology of Amos Yong and the
New Face of Pentecostal Scholarship: Passion for the Spirit, Global Pentecostal and
Charismatic Studies 14 (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2013).

68) Amos Yong, Renewing Christian Theology: Systematics for a Global Christianity,
Images and commentary by Jonathan A. Anderson (Waco, TX: Baylor University
Press, 2014).
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between beliefs and practices in the public sphere,”” to develop an apol-
ogetic for methodological interdisciplinarity in dialogue with the scienc-
es,”” and to attend to the diversity of human experiences at their various

. .71
levels, perspectives, and domains,’”

among other topics. Prioritization
of Spirit baptism had brought the Day of Pentecost account to the fore,
and this has galvanized Pentecostal reflection toward pneumatological,
eschatological, and trinitarian reassessments of diversity in harmony
across the theological spectrum.

Yong’s efforts, however, have also been directed toward enabling the
contributions of others to this pneumatological programme. In large part
this has been facilitated by two book series of which he has served as
co-editor. The first, the Pentecostal Manifestos published by William B.
Eerdmans (and co-edited with James K. A. Smith), has produced seven
volumes, including the afore-referenced works of Wariboko (on a Pen-
tecostal social ethics), Macchia (on a pneumatological theology of justi-
fication), and Yong himself (on a pneumatological theology of creation

and science). The primary thrust of the Manifestos series was to enable

the more senior or established Pentecostal theologians to speak boldly

69) Amos Yong, In the Days of Caesar: Pentecostalism and Political Theology—The
Cadbury Lectures 2009, Sacra Doctrina: Christian Theology for a Postmodern Age
series (Grand Rapids, MI and Cambridge, UK: William B. Eerdmans, 2010).

70) Amos Yong, The Spirit of Creation: Modern Science and Divine Action in the Pen-
tecostal-Charismatic Imagination, Pentecostal Manifestos 4 (Grand Rapids, MI and
Cambridge, UK: William B. Eerdmans, 2011).

71) Amos Yong, The Bible, Disability, and the Church: A New Vision of the People of
God (Grand Rapids, MI and Cambridge, UK: William B. Eerdmans, 2011); The Fu-
ture of Evangelical Theology: Soundings from the Asian American Diaspora. Down-
ers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2014).
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into other areas from their distinctive perspectives. Thus other books in
the series include a Pentecostal “contribution to Christian philosophy”,””
Pentecostal inventions in theological method,” a Pentecostal approach
to the doctrine of the Trinity, and a Pentecostal assist to the discipline
of practical theology.” Charis—Christianity and Renewal: Interdisci-
plinary Studies—is the second book series more recently instigated by
Yong (with co-editor Wolfgang Vondey), and is, as indicated, not merely
theological and committed to a multi-disciplinary engagement with the
phenomenon of renewal Christianity, understood here to include Pen-
tecostal, charismatic and related movements. Yet it is nevertheless for
that reason not less but more complexly theological, including works on

pneumatology,’® political theology,”” and hermeneutics,”

among other
topics. These proposals contribute to Pentecostal theology variously: at

the level of pneumatology proper, of theology from a pneumatological

72) James K. A. Smith, Thinking in Tongues: Pentecostal Contributions to Christian
Philosophy, Pentecostal Manifestos 1 (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans,
2010).

73) Wolfgang Vondey, Beyond Pentecostalism: The Crisis of Global Christianity and the
Renewal of the Theological Agenda, Pentecostal Manifestos 4 (Grand Rapids, MI
and Cambridge, UK: William B. Eerdmans, 2010).

74) Steven M. Studebaker, From Pentecost to the Triune God: A Pentecostal Trinitar-
ian Theology, Pentecostal Manifestos 6 (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans,
2012).

75) Mark J. Cartledge, The Mediation of the Spirit: Interventions in Practical Theology,
Pentecostal Manifestos 7 (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 2015).

76) Wolfgang Vondey, ed., The Holy Spirit and the Christian Life: Historical, Interdisci-
plinary, and Renewal Perspectives (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014).

77) Steven M. Studebaker, 4 Pentecostal Political Theology for American Renewal: Spir-
it of the Kingdoms, Citizens of the Cities (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016).

78) L. William Oliverio, Jr. and Kenneth J. Archer, eds., Constructive Pneumatological
Hermeneutics in Pentecostal Christianity (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016).
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and Pentecostal (including Day of Pentecost) perspective, and of trinitar-
ian theology via starting with the Spirit.

Such proposals in pneumatological theology have gained momentum
in the wider Pentecostal academy. More recent Pentecostal theologians
are also not only beginning with the Spirit but also reconsidering even
other loci from a pneumatological perspective. There are proposals in
theological methodologies,” hermeneutical options,” aesthetic postures
and attitudes,®” for instance, from such Pentecostal-pneumatological
stances, each one of which, it ought to be noted, insist on a plurality of
options in keeping with the many tongues Day of Pentecost pattern.*”
Hence these contemporary turns reflect both particular projects in

pneumatology as well as reevaluation of other theological topics from

uniquely Pentecostal vistas.

V. Conclusion

Pentecostal theology in the second decade of the second century of

79) Christopher A. Stephenson, Types of Pentecostal Theology: Method, System, Spirit
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012).

80) L. William Oliverio, Jr., Theological Hermeneutics in the Classical Pentecostal
Tradition: A Typological Account, Global Pentecostal and Charismatic Studies 12
(Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2014).

81) Steven Félix-Jager, Pentecostal Aesthetics: Theological Reflections in a Pentecostal
Philosophy of Art and Aesthetics, Global Pentecostal and Charismatic Studies 16
(Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2015).

82) See also Peter D. Neumann, Pentecostal Experience: An Ecumenical Encounter (Eu-
gene, OR: Pickwick Publications, 2012).
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the modern movement thus exhibits inquiries ranging across a wide
spectrum. There are denominational projects that hew closely to Evan-
gelical theological models but the most energetic streams are coming
from theologians working in conversation with majority world impulses
in those contexts. Even in the North American and Western Pentecostal
academy, the frontlines are advancing in conversation with global South
perspectives, with ecumenical sensitivity, and with heightened attentive-
ness to the pluralism of the late modern world in its various domains.
At its core, however, such Pentecostal theologizing regarding diversity
and plurality is much less pragmatically or politically motivated than it
is theologically—specifically, pneumatologically—animated. The Spirit
of Pentecost inspires such a pluralistic paradigm, many would argue,
so that in this case, Pentecostal theology is precipitating also within
the wider theological conversation both a renewed engagement with
pneumatology in particular and with pneumatological theology more
generally. Perhaps the time yet might be ripe for what some have called
a theology of the Third Article,” a theology not just of the Spirit but a
theological imagination that is Spirit-led, even as Pentecostal theolo-

gians will play key roles, if not lead the way, in such ventures.

83) For example, see Myk Habets, ed., Third Article Theology: A Pneumatological Dog-
matics (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2016).
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